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Antivirus software	An application designed to protect PCs from malicious computer code.
ASDL	(Asymmetric Digital Subscriber Line).	Is a technology for transmitting digital information at a high bandwidth on existing phone lines to homes and businesses. ADSL is asymmetric in the sense that it uses most of the channel to transmit downstream to the user and only a small part to receive information from the user.
AVI	A type of video file format used by windows and usually played using Windows Media Player.
Bluetooth	A technology that allows devices (like computers, phones, printers, etc.) to communicate with each other wirelessly.
Cartridge	A plastic container holding ink, inserted into an inkjet printer. Some cartridges may incorporate the nozzle that will put the ink on the page but they are often just refills that slot into a reusable head.
CCD	A light-sensitive component used in digital cameras and camcorders.
Compact Flash	Matchbook-size memory cards with no moving parts. These slot into various devices to store data. Popular with digital cameras and handheld computers.
Composite video	A type of video signal used by some camcorders, video recorders and TVs in which the red, green and blue signals are mixed together. The aerial connection on a TV set uses composite video.
CRT	The glass tube-based technology used to produce an image in TVs and computer monitors.
DDR	(Double Data Rate Memory) a type of memory that effectively doubles that data rate. 
Defragment	To reorganise the data stored on a hard disk so that it can be accessed as quickly as possible by the computer. A fragmented disk can adversely affect system performance.
Desktop	What you see when you first start up a PC. The Desktop displays a selection of icons.
Dialogue box	A small window that pops up to display or request information.
Dial-up	A component of Windows that allows PCs to connect to the Internet using a modem and a telephone line.
Domain	The name used to identify a site on the Internet.
Download	The process of transferring files onto your PC directly from another computer. You might, for instance, download music or pictures from the Internet.
Driver	Software needed to allow the operating system to communicate with a peripheral.
DVD	A type of disk able to store huge amounts of digital data, including full-length movies, with excellent quality sound and pictures.
DVD+RW	A rewritable version of the DVD+R format.
DVI	A video connection used on some TFT monitors and graphics cards that provides a purely digital connection between a PC and monitor. This gives a higher quality image than a standard VGA connection.
Extension	The three-letter code at the end of a file name that indicates the type or format of the file. It enables Windows to recognise what type of file it is dealing with.
File sharing	Swapping files with other users over the Internet, using a service such as Kazaa, Napster, Limewire.
Firewall	A system that prevents unauthorised access to a computer over a network, such as the Internet. Firewalls can be either hardware or software.
FireWire	A super-fast data link between your PC and devices such as digital camcorders.
Flash	An application used to create high-quality animation on websites.
Gb	(Gigabyte) A measurement of storage capacity – usually for hard disks. 1Gb is equal to 1 024Mb (Megabytes).
GHz	A measure of PC processor speed.
GPRS 	(General Packet Radio Service) A mobile phone standard that provides an 'always on' connection with speeds up to 150Kbit/s.
Hackers	People who break into other people's computers and networks, often in an attempt to steal sensitive information.
Hard drive	A high-capacity disk drive fitted in almost all PCs and used to store both applications and the documents and files they create. Hard disks are so-called because they use rigid magnetic disks to store data. Hard disk storage capacity is normally measured in gigabytes.
HTML	(Hyper Text Mark-Up Language)The language used to create pages for a website. HTML code is written as text that is converted to a web page by a web browser.
Infrared	An interface that allows you to transmit data via infrared light waves, allowing data to be transferred wirelessly between devices.
Inkjet printers.	Type of printer that squirts tiny dots of ink onto the page to form text and images. Almost all inkjet printers print in colour as well as black and white.
Instant messaging	Real-time text-based communication over a network (usually the Internet), using a program such as AOL Instant Messenger, MSN Messenger, Google Talk.
ISDN	(Integrated Services Digital Network) A digital telephone connection providing high-speed data transfer, for such things as Internet access. Popular particularly with businesses needing to transfer large amounts of data regularly and reliably.
ISO	A figure representing a camera's sensitivity to light. The higher it is, the more sensitive the camera is.
ISP	(Internet Service Provider) A company that has a fast, permanent connection to the Internet. They allow customers to link to their network and establish a temporary connection to the Internet for a monthly fee.
JPEG	A common format for compressed image files. The small file size makes them ideal for web pages.
LCD 	(Liquid Crystal Display) Technology used to create low-power, slim display panels. Used in digital watches and flat-screen monitors.
Linux	An operating system that runs on a variety of computers (including PCs) and can be freely modified and distributed by its users. It was developed by Linus Torvalds.
Lumen	A way of measuring brightness.
Mb	A measurement of storage capacity, usually for memory. 1Mb is equal to 1 024 Kb (kilobytes).
Megapixel	A measure of the level of detail recorded by digital cameras – one megapixel means an image made from one million tiny dots (pixels).
Memory card	Small cards that can store many megabytes (Mb) of data or documents.
Memory stick	A type of memory-card used to provide slot-in, removable storage for devices such as digital cameras and PCs.
MMC	(Multimedia Card). A postage stamp-size solid-state memory card used by some digital cameras and MP3 players.
Motherboard	The main circuit board inside any PC into which every other component connects.
MP3/MP4	A standard for compressing digital audio. The sound quality of MP3/MP4 files is close to that of CD audio, but requires only a fraction of the storage space.
MPEG	(Motion Picture Experts Group) Describes a method of compressing digital video.
Network	A group of two or more computer systems linked together
Newsgroup	Discussion areas on the Internet, where you can post a message and read replies from other people, like an office notice board.
Open-source	Software developed and released free of charge.
Operating system	A crucial piece of software that loads automatically when you switch on the computer. It governs how hardware and software components in a computer work together.
Pixel	The smallest part of an image displayed on a monitor or captured by a scanner or a digital camera.
Processor	The chip that is the ‘brain’ of the computer. The faster the processor, the better the PC's performance.
Red-eye	A photographic effect where a flash reflects from the back of the subject's retinas, giving his or her eyes a red glow. The effect can be reduced with a flash that pulses before the photo is taken, making the iris contract and reducing the reflection.
Registry	A database integrated into Windows that stores information on all hardware and software installed on your PC.
Resolution	The amount of detail shown in an image, whether on screen or printed. For a screen, it is the number of pixels it can display (for example, 1 024 x 768 pixels for a 17-inch monitor).
SD	(Secure Digital Card) A secure variant of the postage stamp-size solid-state MMC memory card used by some MP3 players.
Skype	A software product that allows users to make phone calls via a computer over the Internet.
SmartMedia	A form of solid-state storage used by some digital cameras and MP3 players. Data files, normally photos or music, are stored on small removable cards. These are about the same size as Compact-Flash cards, but physically more flexible, being less than 1 mm thick.
Smartphone	Generic term for a combined handheld computer and mobile phone.
SMS	Short Message Service. More commonly called text messaging.
Spam	Junk e-mail sent to large groups of people (often offering such things as money-spinning ideas, holidays, etc.).
Spyware	Software installed as part of another application to monitor and report back on a computer’s use.
S-video	A higher-quality video connection that carries brightness and colour information separately. Usually found on the high-end camcorders and on some graphics and TV tuner cards.
Tablet PC	A type of notebook PC with a touch-sensitive screen that can be written on, like a writing pad.
Template	A web page design, document or spreadsheet that contains all the required formatting for a particular style or type of document.
Toolbar	A row of icons on a computer screen that activate commands or functions when clicked.
USB	Universal Serial Bus.  A widely used interface for connecting peripherals.
Virus	A malicious program designed to cause at best annoyance and at worst, damage to data on a computer.
Web browser	A software application program that lets you view pages on the Internet.
White balance	How a camera finds a white object in a shot to use as a reference point for representing colour.
Wizard	An automated ‘assistant’ that guides you, step-by-step, through a complex process.
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