Choose a blogging platform

A blogging platform refers to how your blog is presented to the audience.

When choosing a blogging platform, you must consider the advantages

and disadvantages of each one. There are various self-hosted blogging

platforms, hosted blog sites as well as site builders that offer blogging
capabilities.

Which blogging platform is most suitable for you depends on your

needs, skills, what you like and your requirements. Consider the

following factors:

e Cost — There are free blogging platforms available, but remember the
service may have very limited features.

e User-friendly - If you are a new blogger, you will probably need a blogging solution that is easy to
set up and manage. You will also need to look for a blogging platform that offers support.

e Features — Your requirements will change from time to time. You should look at a blogging platform
that offers you the ability to modify the design
of your blog site or add features when you want to.

e Maintenance — Maintenance is time-consuming, so having a blogging platform where maintenance
is done for you is a good idea.

¢ Income generation - If you want to generate an income through your blog, make sure that you

choose a platform that will work for you and enable you to do that.

WordPress and content management systems

Starting a blog can be quite easy. There are many platforms available that will provide you with all the
tools you need to start and host your blog.

WordPress.org and WordPress.com are two popular blogging services. If you are a personal blogger
who does not want to generate an income from blogging, then it would probably be best to choose
WordPress.com as your blogging platform. If you want to generate an income from your site or you are
a business, then WordPress.org would be a better choice.

WordPress is one of the easiest content management systems (CMS) to use. A content management
system is an application that allows you to create, modify and publish digital content. Content
management systems have text and formatting options, and they allow you to upload videos, photos,
audio and maps. WordPress also lets you have several administrative users, each with their own
privileges, which means that you can have multiple people responsible for different things on the blog.
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Some features of content management systems are:

¢ online support

¢ various templates and designs

¢ installation wizards

¢ upgrades and updates

¢ search engine optimisation (SEO) friendly URLS, which improves the quality and quantity of
website traffic to a website or a web page from search engines.

Tags and categories in blogs

Tags in blogs are keywords used by bloggers to describe the topic of the post. Tags help to categorise
posts and also make it easier for search engines to find the content. When a blog reader clicks on a tag,
they are taken to the archive page where all the posts with that tag are listed. So, tags also help readers

find topics they are interest in.

Categories in blogs are broad groupings of topics. WordPress automatically assigns a category to a post
if the blogger does not select one. Categories can also have sub-categories.

The differences between tags and categories are summarised in the table below.

Differences between tags and categories ’

Tags Categories

Tags cover a small scope and focus on Categories cover a broad range of topics.

topics.

Tags are optional. WordPress automatically assigns a default category
if the blogger does not select one.

There is no limit to how many tags can be Each post has one category.

added.

Tags are similar to an index. Categories are similar to a table of contents.

Let us look at an example: Imagine that a blogger in a book club writes a review about a book and files
a post in the Book Review category. The blogger may then assign tags to that post, such as Crime,

Fiction and Author name.
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Get started with WordPress

You will learn how to create a blog using the WordPress.com platform, as it is free and easy to use.
With this platform, you can start writing or blogging immediately. Other blogging sites usually require

a domain name and a host server, both of which must be paid for with a monthly subscription.

subscription — paying an amount at predefined time intervals for a product or service

To start using WordPress:
1 Open a web browser and go to the web address www.wordpress.com.

@ WordPress.com  Products * Features ~ Resources Plans & Pricing

Welcome to the world’s most
popular website builder.

40% of the web is built on WordPress. More bloggers, small businesses, and Fortune 500 companies use
WordPress than all other options combined. Join the millions of people that call WordPress.com home.

Start your website

Figure 2 Starting out with WordPress

2 Click on Get Started in the top right-hand side of W
the screen or you can click on Start your website Let's get started

and create a username and password. First, create your WordPress.com account.
Your email address

Choose a username

Choose a password

b

By creating an account, you agree to our Terms of Service.

Figure 3 Create your account with

username and password
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Enter the name of your free web address, for example, ThandisAmazingWords.wordpress.com.

4 Choose which plan you want to use between the free plan or the Personal, Premium or Business
plans. The plan determines the kind of service you will get from WordPress.

5 Set up a profile with your personal information and upload a Gravatar. A Gravatar is an image that
represents you in the WordPress.com community. Click on the round icon at the top right of the
screen (next to the bell icon) and then click on My Profile to enter your details and upload an image.

6 Add your site's title. WordPress will use your username to set your site's title as a default, but you
can change that. You can do this by going to My Sites, then Customise, and Site Identity.

7 You will be prompted on the next screen to choose a title for your blog. This is the name that your
blog will be known by. Remember, it is important to have a title that is descriptive, as short as
possible and easy to remember! Next WordPress will allow you to create a URL, which readers will
use in a web browser to open your blog.

8 You will need to choose a name that will be used as your WordPress profile. In other words, it will
be the name that is visible to people reading your blog. This can be your real name or a nom de

plume.

nom de plume — another name used by a writer instead of the person's real name

@ My Site EJ Reader

Site Title

View httpviaafrika.wordpress.comr My HOlne
Your hub for posting, editing, and growing your site.

o My Home @ 3 minutes

th stats , . Drive traffic to your site

Y Upgrades v Integrate your site with social media to automatically post your content and drive traffic
to your site.

Z Site v

@ Jetpack v

% Design b

‘K Tools v

8 Manage b

& we Admin I

No traffic this week, but don't give up!

@ Add new site

Figure 4 Creating your blog and choosing a Site Title
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Choosing a name for your blog

The name of a blog should tell readers something about the blogger and/or what the blog is about.

Use some of the following ideas to think of a name for your blog:

¢ Think of a catch phrase from a book you have read or perhaps even the title of the book.

¢ Use words from dictionaries or thesauruses, for example, 'The Smart Adventurer'.

» Use alliteration to create a catchy title, for example, 'PayPal' and 'The Avid Adventurer'.

¢ Find a pun that works with the content, such as 'Rands and Sense'.

¢ Use humour to name a blog, for example, 'Cats who Code'.

¢ Use unrelated words, such as 'Gentle Dragon'.

¢ Use your nickname or even your own name, especially if you are going to be a lifestyle blogger.

* Brainstorm ideas. For example, if you are going to blog about travel, brainstorm travel words
and ideas.

alliteration — when the same letter or series of letters are repeated
pun — a joke that uses different meanings of a word

snorkel €ity

beachijslands., S“r°P€sk
tropical p!\ss?;‘.‘orih oliday towzr

cllmbmgcrmse anascape

rans ortation

-] rave

destination
tva-ca-tlons relaxation
ouristparadise seascape flight
compass explore tourism g

tripjourney voyage

Figure 5 Brainstorming travel ideas
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Navigate the WordPress dashboard

When you have completed the installation, you must log in to the WordPress administrator dashboard,
which is known as the backend of the blog. The dashboard provides a summary of the blog activity.
There should be a link to the login page on the frontend of the WordPress blog. If you have chosen to
use a theme to set up your blog, you might find that some themes do not have this link, so you will log

in to WordPress by adding wp-admin at the end of your website's address, for example:
http://www.ThandisAmazingWords.com/wp-admin

This URL will direct you to the login screen, where you need to enter the administrator's username and
password. These will be the same that you entered during the WordPress installation.

After logging in, you will see the administrator dashboard, which will give you an overview of your
blog website. The dashboard has three main sections: the toolbar (see @ in Figure 6), the navigation

menu (see (2) in Figure 6) and the main work area (see (3) in Figure 6).

@ Mysite & Reader
@ Dashboard

Home . . . . .
Tighten your account's security: Two-step authentication is now available on WordPress.com. Enable now or learn more.

Dashboard @
Akisrr
At a Glance AV A Quick Draft AV A
Plans
f 1 Post |_. 2 Pages Title

Posts WordPress.com running Sapor theme.

Media . . Content
Akismet blocks spam from getting to your blog. i

Links There's nothing in your spam queue at the moment. What's on your mind?

Pages Storage Space

0y 3,072 MB Space Allowed K37 0.66 MB (0%) Space Used

Comments

Feedback

Activity AV A
Appearance Your Recent Drafts

Recently Published Computer Practice N5 February 19, 2021

Mar 1st 2017, 4:40 am First blog post Welcome to this new academic year!

Plugins

@

Figure 6 The administrator dashboard of WordPress
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The toolbar is at the top of the page and contains the most commonly used administrative functions
and resources. If you hover the mouse over your website’s name, you will find a link to your site, which
is the one the public will see. The toolbar also displays simple notifications, such as updates and the

number of new comments.

The main navigation menu on the left of the page contains links to all the administrative screens of

WordPress. If you hover over a menu item, a sub-menu will appear.

Blog themes

With WordPress you can choose a theme (also known as a template on some sites). A theme is a
predefined layout of content, colours, pictures and fonts that you can use to create the layout for your

blog. You can change all of these later on in the blog settings.

You can change the look of your WordPress site by applying themes. Some themes are general and can

be used on any website. To install a theme:

1 Click on Appearance on the menu in the administrator dashboard. (See the menu in Figure 6.)

2 Search for a theme of your choice. You can filter your search by colours or by features. You can use
the preview feature to see what your selected theme will look like before you decide to install the
theme.

3 Select the Upload Theme button and select the .zip file for the theme.

4 When the theme has uploaded (which can take a few minutes), you press the Activate button to

activate the theme.

@ My Site B Reader . R 4

Site Title
View httpviaafrika.wordpress.cor Themes

Select or update the visual design for your site.

CURRENT THEME % (]
@ My Home sapor Customize Info
1l Stats
Y Upgrades v & Install theme
Recommended themes
/' site v
@ Jetpack ~
Jeffrey Klein
b Desigh " The works of Berthe =
) Morisot, 1800s-era
Cuseomice French painter
Themes )
1 a 3 e [y
&, Tools v Bl R TR
€§3 Manage o Blank Canvas v Twenty Twenty-One see Spearhead e Seedlet

Figure 7 Examples of theme options in WordPress
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Blog posts and pages

When you create a website with WordPress you will start off by publishing a new post or a new page.

Each unit of information that you place on the blog is called a blog post, or post. Posts are listed on the
blog according to the date they were published. The newest post is always on the top. This means that
readers do not have to scroll to the bottom of a page to see the newest information.

You can create, write, edit or delete posts at any time. Posts can also be categorised, tagged and

archived.

Pages are used for static content or content that is not dated. Some pages do not have categories or
tags. Examples of pages are Contact us or About pages.

static (web page) — the page remains the same until someone changes it

Create a new post

To write a new post:
1 Sign in to your blog site.
2 Open the Add New section under Posts or select the New and then the Post option from the top
toolbar. You will see an editing screen with a range of posting features.
3 Enter the actual content of your post in the field below. You can use the toolbar options to format
your text.
e Start by adding a title to your post. This is the heading for this specific post. Each post has its
own title.
e Next add the content for this post. Adding the content is much like working in a word processor
such as Microsoft Word. You will find many of the same editing functions in WordPress as you

find in Word.
) =
boa Posts AddnNew ¥
Need to duplicate a post or page? Hover over the title of your post or page and click "Copy.” Learn more. [}
e Hello world! l
Edit  Quick Edit ' Copy ' Trash ' View
All (4) | Published (1) | Draft (1) | Private (2)
Bulk actions Vv H Apply w ‘ All dates v || All Categories v H Filter
[ Title Author Categories Tags
Page [C) Choosing a name for your blog — Private httpviaafrika Uncategorized —

Figure 8 Starting a new blog post
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@ MySite B Reader ® o
Vie wordg co
o o i
Site Title
@ My Home
il Stats
% Upgrades v
/' Site v
Private: C Practice N
O stpac ’ rivate: Computer Practice N5
About
?/.-) Design v
Contact
K Tools v
@ Manage v
@ WP Admin Z
Search... Welcome to this new academic year!
@ Add new site
This is a text widget, which allows
dy you to add text or HTML to your
—
.
Figure 9 A blog post

4 Once you have added all of the content, click on the Preview button to see what your post will look

like before you publish it.
5 Publish your post.

Once you have published your posts, your viewers can add comments.

Meta Box options

Meta Box is a WordPress toolkit that helps you to create and add custom fields to your pages and posts.

If you click on My Site in the top left-hand corner of the window, the Quick links options are shown.

@ My Site EJ Reader

Site Title
View httpviaafrika.wordpress

Free domain with a plan Upgrade

My Home

il Stats

% Upgrades w
/' site v
@ Jetpack v
% Design v
& Tools v
i§3 Manage ~
@ wp Admin e

@ Add new site

My Home

Your hub for posting, editing, and growing your site.

Quick links A
. /" Wiite blog post >
O your site
Integrate your site with social methagdp automati D Manage comments >
to your site.
D) Addapage >
@ Customize theme >
[ Change theme >
No traffic this week, bu @ Add a domain >

0 Create a logo with Fiverr 4

Figure 10 The side bar showing Quick links
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On the right of the screen (see Figure 11), you may find the following Meta Box options, depending on

the version of WordPress you are using:

¢ Publish - This lets you change the status or visibility of your post. When you click the Publish
button, your post will go live, which means that it becomes visible to the public. You can delete a
post by selecting the Move to Trash option.

* (Categories — This option is used to assign your post to a specific category. You can create a new
category by selecting the + Add New Category option.

¢ Tags — The Tags box allows to you quickly add new tags to your post.

+ Featured Image — Use this option to assign a featured image to a post. It will be visible at the top of
the post, but may be in a different place depending on the theme you have chosen.

go live — become public or become usable

® - :

Status & visibility =2
Quick links ~

Visibility Public
Write blog post >
Publish Immediately

e
I | Manage comments >

Add a page >
Rag \ [:] Stick to the top of the blog
= Edit menus >

D Pending review

P Customize theme > Enable AMP T
E Change theme >

Permalink ~
@ Add a domain B

Categories ~
@ Create a logo with Fiverr =

Tags ~

Featured image ~

Excerpt ~

Discussion o

Figure 11 Side bars showing Quick links, categories and tags
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Adding tags and categories in blogs

If you are using the free .com WordPress version, go to Settings and select Writing to add a tag or a

category to your blog post:

@ My Site B Reader

Free domain with Upgrade
a plan

Settings
1 My Home
General Performance Writing Discussion
il Stats
Y Upgrades ¥ Categories N
2 sit - & 1 Categories, default category: Uncategorized
ite
o Jetpack v Tags 5
& 17ags
Y3 Design v \ = /
% Tools v :
€§3 Manage ~
Hosti Show publish confirmation
osting

The Block Editor handles the Publish confirmation setting. To enable it, go to Options

Confi ti
onfiguration under the Ellipses menu in the Editor and check "Enable Pre-publish checks.”

Domains
Default post format
People
- Standard
@ WP Admin i

e e e =

Figure 12 Adding tags and categories to a blog post

Create a new page

To create a new WordPress page, open the Add New section in the Pages menu or click New and then

Page from the top toolbar.

The Add New Page section looks the same as the Posts section, and the process of entering text and

formatting is the same.

The Pages section has a box called Page Attributes and does not have Tags and Categories. You can
change the order of your pages, and you can also set parent pages if you want other pages under one

parent page.

11
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Add media

You can enhance your blog and make it interesting by adding media. You can add media in the form of
images, documents, videos or audio to your blog. You can even share important documents, such as

agendas for meetings, notes and policy changes.

There are several ways of uploading a document to your blog. You can upload the document:
¢ from your local computer

e froma URL

¢ by linking an image to a document

» from the WordPress media library

The Media tab in the administration sidebar is used to manage media uploads. Select Media from the
left panel and then upload the media that you want to add.

@ My Site Ed Reader

Site Title

View httpviaafrika.wordpress.c Media
Free doman vt A plan Uparede Manage all the media on your site, including images, video, and more.
ﬁ My Home [ All Images Documents Videos Audio

1l Stats
& Add new | v

% Upgrades v
/’ s MARCH 3, 2021 MARCH 1, 2017
ite A
Pages
Posts E
Media 10Funds
XLSX
Comments
Feedback 4
o Jetpack v

Figure 13 Add media to your blog

Upload media from a local computer

To upload media from your computer (see Figure 14):
1 Click on MySite.

Click on Sites, and then Media.

Click on Add new.

Select the file that you wish to upload.

When the file has uploaded, select the Edit button.

AN L1 W N

Select Copy so that you can copy the URL from your clipboard.

12
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@ My Site & Reader

-

% Upgrades v
Media
g .
/ Site A Manage all the media on your site, including images, video, and more.
Pages
& Al Images Documents Videos Audio
Posts T
Media [ - : - ]
& Add new | v Edit 0
Comments
Feedback s MARCH 3, 2021
Q Jetpack v
U@ Design A 9
I 10Fund
Customize unds
XLSX
Themes
& Tanle A

Figure 14 Adding a document from a local computer

Add media from a URL

You can add a link to a file that already exists on another website. This method will only make the link

available on your blog and will not upload the media from the other website. Remember that the link

on your blog may be broken if the media is removed

from the original website.

To add a link to your blog: '

1

N o i & WN

Click on MySite.

Click on Sites, and then Media.

Click on the dropdown arrow next to Add new.
Select Add via URL.

Enter the URL and click Upload.

Select the Edit button.

Select Copy so that you can copy the URL from your

Figure 15 Image of a download

clipboard.

13
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Linking an image to a document

Sometimes you may want to use an image, like the one in Figure 15, that the user can click on to take
them to a link. To set this up, you need to upload the image and then link that image to a PDF or
another file:

1 Upload the document to your Media Library as described above.

Select the document from the list of uploaded files.

Choose Edit where you will be able to copy the link of that document.

N WoN

Upload the image that you want to use and insert it into any post or page. Follow the Image Links
guide by using the new file URL to link the button image to the URL of that file.

Upload media From the WordPress Media Library

To insert a link to a file that already exists in your Media Library:

1 You must be in the WP Admin dashboard to do this. Get the WP Admin dashboard by adding /wp-
admin to the end of your site's URL, for example, ThandisAmazingWords.wordpress.com/wp-
admin.

Go to Posts.

Click on Add New.

Click on the Add Media icon (above your editor).

Click on the Media Library tab, locate the file you want to add and click on it once.

AN L1 &~ W N

Select the Media File option, which is below the Attachment Display Settings and click on the
Insert into Post button. This process should give you a working link to a file in your blog post.

Widgets and plugins

Widgets enable you to customise the appearance of your website without
you having to know or do any coding. Widgets are features or website

elements that you can add to your blog to make it unique and more

appealing. In WordPress, you can add, rearrange or remove widgets from
the sidebars and footers of a WordPress website. Examples of widgets are:
* Navigation Menu, which can be used to navigate your website

e (Calendar, which displays links to your post by date

¢ Gallery, for displaying images

¢ Category Post, which shows the posts for a particular category
¢ Tag Cloud, which shows a list of the tags in your blog posts

¢ Search, which can be used to search the website.

14
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% Dashboard

Plans

Widgets
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Available Widgets Sidebar
Posts To activate a widget drag it to a sidebar or click on it. To deactivate a widget and
delete its settings, drag it back. :
y Media g ) Search: Search
Links Akismet Widget v Archives v .
Text: Text Widget
Pages . : o
Display the number of spam comments A monthly archive of your site’s Posts
Eoen Akismet has caught
Feedback Audio v Authors v
}\ Appearance Displays an audio player. Display blogs authors with avatars and
recent posts.
Blogs | Follow v Blog Stats v
Display linked images for the blogs you Show a hit counter for your blog.
follow
Calendar v Categories v

A calendar of your site’s posts.

A list or dropdown of categories.

Figure 16 Side bar showing Appearance and available widgets

WordPress plugins are used to extend the functionality of WordPress. This means that you can add
new features of WordPress. There are many plugins that you can choose from. These plugins are
available on the WordPress.org plugin directory.

Some essential plugins for WordPress blogs:

e Google XML Sitemaps is a plugin that automatically generates XML site maps for better search
engine optimisation. XML stands for eXtensible Markup Language, which was designed to store and
transport data.

* Yoast SEO helps you improve the search engine optimisation so that search engines can more easily
find your posts.

» Wordfence Security keeps your WordPress blog safe from hackers and malware.

e Contact Form 7 helps you to manage multiple contact forms. A contact form is a form that a visitor
can fill in to contact you.

Plugins are installed using the WordPress installer, in the same way that themes are installed.
To install a WordPress plugin:

1 Press the Add New button under Plugins.

2 Enter the name of the plugin that you wish to install in the search field.

3 Click on Install and then select the Activate button.

You can use plugins to add widget areas to your WordPress blog. Widget areas are the sidebars,

footers, sections in the header and sometimes even your Home page.
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